THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW
Matthew 17.1-23

CAN THIS BE GLORY?

Pastor David O'Dowd CPC, November 1, A.D. 2009

Series Theme: Jesus reveals a Father who is worthy of your trust.

Worship! The Father’s glory shines in the voice, body
and resurrected radiance of His Son.

ONE: The Father gives us One Voice to whom to listen. Mat
17.5
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen to him.

TWO: The Father gives us One Tent in which to dwell. Mat
174
And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, |
will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for
Elijah.

THREE: The Father gives us One Glory to call glorious.
And he was transfigured before them, and his face shown like the sun,
and his clothes became as white as light....But Jesus came and
touched them, saying, "Rise, and have no fear.” And when they lifted
their eyes they saw no one but Jesus only....Jesus said to them, “The

Son of man is about to be delivered into the hands of men, and they
will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were
greatly distressed. Mat 17.2, 7, 22-23 (cf. 16.21-23)

1Cor 130 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us
wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3! so
that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 21 And I,
when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony
of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among
you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERACTION AND STUDY

ONE VOICE: Can you describe three recent and specific conversations,
actions or circumstances where listening to the voice of Jesus above others
changed the way you responded or acted?

What other voices most tend to drown out your listening to Jesus’ voice?

How can listening to Moses/laws/rules alone (and not first to Jesus Christ
and him crucified for you) drown out his voice which should guide the way
you respond to kids, parents, employees, bosses, teachers? Hint: law came

through Moses, but grace & truth through Jesus.

ONE TENT: Jesus, the Son of Man, had no place to lay his head, only a
temporary tomb. Peter somehow wanted to camp out and not lose this
mountain top experience. How is Jesus himself to be the tent in which we
dwell? How does this change our definition of who we are, what we own,
and where we live?

ONE GLORY: Someone said we fend to worship our work and wealth, work at
our play and play at our worship. By contrast we are to boast most (1Co 1.30-
2.2) not simply in Christ but in Christ crucified. Christ is not only the truth
and the life, but the way (John 14.6). How does whether or not you’re
trusting Christ’s way by taking up your cross daily, dying to self, living for
Christ & others, reveal what your heart is finding most glorious?



